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Road safety message – Recently, I received notification of two incidents which
potentially disrupt the smooth running of our school drop offs and pick up system.
There was an incident involving two adults outside of our school fence in one of the
drop off zones that included unacceptable behaviour towards each other. I have had
apologies from those involved which I appreciated but it is important to note that how
we model our own behaviours when we are upset or angry in front of our children is
critical to their development and sense of feeling safe. Secondly, I need to remind
parents using any of the drop off or pick up areas that you cannot leave your vehicle.
If a child is not there ready to load or unload, please be respectful to others and go
around. I encourage all parents to perhaps consider varying your pickup time especially
to 3.10pm when it is considerably quieter.

Dear Parents / Caregivers, 
 
School enrolment growth – As I mentioned last term, we continue to grow in student
numbers which is keeping me busy finding quality teachers and classroom space for
2026. We were up to 976 on Monday but farewelled three students so currently up to
973 from 971 before the holidays! 

Positive behaviour Program – The revamped ERRIC system commenced as
a pilot for Term 3 with three year levels. The new ERRIC tokens can be
earned and then used to purchase at the end of the term through the PBL
shop. I would like to thank all the staff involved with these positive new
changes as the children are very much appreciating the new tokens.

School start times – a number of schools in Metro North region have started opening
school gates at 8:15am as this is when they roster staff to supervise children like we
do. There is no legal obligation to supervise students prior to the start bell but it will
continue to happen in all schools for the safety of our students. We have too many
children arriving prior to 8.15am since the sun started coming up earlier and therefore,
I am asking parents to consider booking into Helping Hands for the mornings if there
are spaces available and you need an early drop off due to work.

Choir to perform – Recently we have partnered with Woolworth’s Burpengary East
new store. They have asked for our choir to perform at the opening of the store on the
26th of November at 7am. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our students to
showcase their talent.

Rod Finney
Principal 



 

Messages from Mrs Thistlethwaite  - DP Year 3-Year 4

Messages from Mrs Blair - DP Prep-Year 2

Welcome Back!
Term 4 already! This is a very busy term for all of our students and staff. We have many
big events this term as well as the completion of units and assessments in preparation
for next year. It will be important for your students to attend school as much as possible
so they are not missing out. 

Changing Schools in 2026?
We are currently staffing our school for 2026. This is directly tied to our
student numbers. If you are changing schools and won’t be returning to
Burpengary State School next year, could you please notify the school office
as soon as possible. The more accurate our numbers are, the easier it is to
plan. It does appear that our student numbers are going to increase
significantly next year and we are planning accordingly. Notifying us of any
school changes for 2026 would be greatly appreciated. We do of course, hope
to lose none of our wonderful students!

Media Consent
We have received 83% of our Media Consent forms! Sincere thanks to all who have
returned consent forms or completed these via QParents. We require these forms back
whether media consent is granted or declined. If you require a replacement form,
please contact the office.

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches
Burpengary State School has determined that the school will be a device
free zone. Students have access to school iPads and laptops for research
or curriculum purposes so there is no need to have mobile phones in the
school grounds.

In order to support students who require mobile phones to communicate with parents
before and after school, the following is expected and will be enforced. Students who
travel to school with a mobile phone must immediately switch their mobile phone off
and proceed to the office when they arrive at school to check in their mobile phone for
the day. Mobile phones must not be kept in school bags, desks or on their person. In
the afternoon when the student has been released for the day, the student must
immediately proceed to the office to collect their mobile phone. Students may switch
their phone on once they leave the school grounds, or in the event they need to contact
their parent for safety purposes.
 
Smart Watches: Once at school any function of a smart watch other than
tell ing time must be switched off. Students must not be connected to any
4G network or messaging Apps whilst on the school grounds.



Year 6 Graduation and Celebration Day
 

The Year 6 Graduation will be held on Wednesday the 10th December at 9:15am in the
school hall . This formal assembly will be followed by a light morning tea. All students
are to attend in their formal uniform. More details about this morning will be sent out

in the weeks coming.
 

The Year 6 Graduation will be followed by a celebration day on Thursday the 11th
December with the Year 6 cohort going to Aussie World for the day. More information

about this event will be sent out later this term.

 

Messages from the Curriculum Team

Messages from Mrs Savy  - DP Year 5-Year 6

Day for Daniel 
 Together, we’re Keeping Kids Safe

 
Held annually on the last Friday of October,

Day for Daniel is Australia’s largest child safety
education and awareness event.

This special day honours the memory of Daniel
Morcombe and reinforces the vital message

that keeping kids safe is a responsibil ity we all
share—parents, carers, educators, businesses…

the entire community.
On Friday 31st October all students are invited

to wear red for the day.

Mathematics:
Teachers have participated in a number of professional learning
opportunities in the area of Mathematics this year. Presenters from
‘The Learner First’ have introduced our staff to 4 rich routines to
support our teaching of Mathematics. The second rich routine we
have implemented is called a ‘discussNdefend’. 

Students are provided with
a stimulus picture or puzzle
and use mathematical
language to explain their
thinking to the class. For
example:

 
The purpose of a ‘discussNdefend’ is to:
- Reactivate and deepend understanding of big ideas
- Encourage student voice
- Provide multiple opportunities to practise maths language in a safe environment



 

V9 Implementation: 
Due to the amount of time it takes teachers to familiarise
themselves with new Curriculum requirements, unpack
new assessment tasks and plan for the delivery of new
units of work, the Education Department has extended
timelines to implement V9 of the Australian Curriculum.
For our school that means in 2026 we will:

implement Science in some year levels
continue refining English and Mathematics 
familiarise teachers with Technology, ready for

     implementation in 2027

Messages from the Library

Welcome back to Term 4! 
The first two weeks of term are usually a time where there are lots of
overdue books. It would be greatly appreciated if you could check
with your child to ensure they have returned their books (including
home readers) so others may borrow them, and their class can be
eligible for a ROBOT or Zero Hero award.

Many students in the Junior School have achieved or are close to achieving the reading
goals set for the year level. With four weeks left for borrowing, we look forward to
many more students coming in to borrow in their own time. Make sure you pop in to
look at our Reading Goal Boards for our Prep to Year 3 students.

Library Bags
In preparation for next year, waterproof l ibrary bags will be required for ALL students
Prep to Year 6. We are finding that the Senior school collection is not wearing well and
many books are being damaged by the simple fact that they are carried to and from
school unprotected. We have made it easy for you to purchase our required library bag
from the uniform shop as well as through the Flexi Schools programme. The cost is
only $10.00 and the bag will last a number of years if they are cared for properly.

BOOKFAIR: The Scholastic Pop up
bookshop will be here from Monday 24th
November to Tuesday 2nd December. This
shop will sell beautiful books, activity
packs, stationery and posters. Junior
School classes will visit with their class to
write a wish list. The Bookfair will be open
every day from 8.15am – 3.30pm. Eftpos
facil ities will be available for your
purchases. If your child has won a voucher
this year, they will be able to use it at
Bookfair. 



Tuckshop News
Tuckshop is open 5 days.  Flexischools is the preferred payment option. Cash sales
preferred prior to 9am.
Please remember, if purchasing items from tuckshop, maintain social distance and
wash hands or sanitize (available at counter) after using cash.

Finance News - Voluntary financial contributions of $25.00 per child are used by the
school to provide an enhanced educational service and to enrich resources available for
student learning and recreation - we really appreciate your contribution. Building Fund
payments can be made to the following account: -
(Please note this account is only for the voluntary contribution building fund) 
Account Name: Burpengary State School DGR- BSB: 064-473, Account Number:
10392039 Reference: Child’s Name - Payments can be made at the payment window
between 8am – 11am Monday to Friday - Please note you can claim this amount on your
Tax Return in 2026.

 

Coming up... 

Volunteers needed – if you are able to assist in the Tuckshop
on weekday mornings from 9 – 11am, please contact Maree at
the tuckshop.

Student Accident Insurance
Some school activities and physical education, particularly contact sports, carry
inherent risks of injury. Parents are advised that the Department of Education and
Training does not have Student Accident Insurance cover for students.
If your child is injured at school as a result of an accident or incident, all costs
associated with the injury, including medical costs, are the responsibil ity of the child,
parent or caregiver.
Some incidental medical costs may be covered by Medicare. If parents have private
health insurance, some costs may also be covered through the private health insurance.
Any other costs would be borne by the parents.
Student Accident Insurance is an insurance policy that pays certain benefits in certain
circumstances should your child have an accident. It is a personal decision for parents
as to the types and levels of private insurance they arrange to cover their child for any
accidental injury that may occur.
Parents should contact their insurer or an approved Australian insurance broker for
more information about student personal accident insurance cover for their child. 

The new tuckshop is open!!!



 

Message from Helping Hands

Planning ahead has never been easier, and more rewarding! If you have a child
already enrolled with us, now’s the perfect time to secure a spot for 2026. Avoid
the waitlists, tick one more thing off your to-do list, and give your family the gift

of consistency, community, and care they already know and love!

· Limited places available — don’t miss out!

· Enrol early and enjoy peace of mind for the year ahead.
Let’s grow together!

Community News


